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Note: This course is for students with a minimum of upper-intermediate
English listening, reading, oral and written skills. If you have any doubts,
please speak to the professor before the course begins.

I. OVERVIEW AND OBJECTIVES

The civil rights movement was one of the most significant social movements in
the history of the twentieth century with a continuing influence on American
society and important impacts on a world scale. The study of the civil rights
movements constitutes one of the most vibrant and innovative areas of current
historiographical investigation. This course aims to introduce students to the
principal themes and historiographical debates in the history of the civil rights
movement. We pay close attention to wider historical contexts such as the
legacy of slavery and the nature of American capitalism and racial formation,
the roles of organizations, leadership, ideology, political culture, class relations
and gender.

II. CONTENT

Contexts, Concepts and Contestations: Mapping the Field

Origins I

Origins II

Brown vs Board, the Emmett Till case and the Montgomery Bus Boycott
Cities, Suburbs, and the Practice of Democracy

Sit-Ins, Freedom Rides and the Emergence of a Mass Movement
Non-Violence Tested: the Albany and Birmingham Campaigns

The Campaign for Citizenship: Mississippi, Selma and the Civil Rights and
Voting Rights Acts

9. Gendering the Movement

10.The Chicago Freedom Movement and the Poor People’s Campaign
11.The Roots of Black Power

12.The Meanings of Black Power

13. Movement Cultures

14. Martin and Malcolm: Approximations

15. Consequences and Interpretations

ONOUHAWN -

III. TEACHING METHODOLOGY

Required readings. Lectures, films and discussion of texts.
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IV. STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES

Attendance, required readings, participation in discussions, completion of essay
and final exam.

V. EVALUATION

70% minimum attendance. Use of the Moodle USP site for the course. Required
readings in English. Participation in discussions in English. One essay (in English
or Portuguese) and a final exam (in Portuguese or English). It is necessary to
hand in both the essay and final exam to pass in the course.

VI. RECUPERATION

According to the resolution COG 3583 of 29/09/89, students will have a right to
recuperation if they attended a minimum of 70% of the classes and achieve a
mark of 3,0 (three). The evaluation will be a written exam.

VII. OFFICE HOURS

The professor will receive students in his office, J1, between 16:00-19:00 on
the day of the class or on a day and time mutually agreed.
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